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It is unreasonable to expect

that people will change their

behavior easily when so many

forces in the social, cultural, and
physical environment

conspire against such change.
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Source: Actual Causes of Deaths in the US, 2000, Centers for Disease Control and Prevention,

Medical Care Alone Cannot
Reduce Injuries and Inequities

Not the primary determinant of health
Treats one person at a time

Often comes late; can’t always restore
health
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What's Sold and What’s Promoted The Trajectory of Health Inequities

A Key
Opportunity
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Elements of Quality Community

Prevention
Prevention and equity: determinants of health

Oortunities

Stimulus (ARRA)
Health Reform

Health Equity and Accountability Act of
2009 (H.R. 3090)

Comprehensive approach — policy,
environmental, and systems change

Engage communities in leadership

Triple bottom line: health, environment, and the
economy

Intersectoral partnerships and multi-field
collaboration

Focus on safety

S Grassroots marketing: training community
Ve members to educate peers

Prevention and Equity: Determinants of
Health

Health and Equity in all Policies Focus on Safety

“Violence is not the problem of one neighborhood or
group...Coming together and owning this problem and the
solutions are central.”

-Dr. Deborah Prothrow-Stith, Harvard School of Public
Health, UNITY Co-Chair
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RoadMap for Cities RoadMap for Cities
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UNITY

www.preventioninstitute.org/UNITY

The Lens to Prevent Violence

“Simply put, in the
absence of a radical
shift towards
prevention and public
health, we will not be
successful in
containing medical
costs or improving
the health of the
American people.”

BARACK OBAMA
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